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Bridgewater’s                        Architectural                              Heritage 

Although Bridgewater was settled as early as 
1765, we do not see the community prosper until 
1865 when the Davison Lumber Company began.  
Pleasant Street became the fashionable residen-
tial area of some of Bridgewater’s most promi-
nent citizens. 
 

45 Pleasant Street   

c. 1873 

This house is built in the 

Italianate style; with a Man-

sard roof structure. Note 

the 3 storey square tower 

and the Italianate style 

door.   The house has a 

“bell cast” concave roof 

with small round headed 

attic dormer windows.  

Note the eave brackets. 

Wellington Arthur Chase owned the property from 1873-

1875. Mr. Chase was a prominent photographer in Halifax.  

The third owner of the house was Charles H. Chase who 

was the Commissioner for the rebuilding and improvement 

to the town bridge. In 1906 the property was sold to Fred 

W. Clark who was a hotel operator.  He ran the property as 

Clark’s Hotel from 1906-1923.  It is now known as Pleasant 

Rest Home. 

 

55-59 Pleasant  c. 1878 
This late 19th century home of Gothic Revival style has a ga-

bled roof.  The house still has its returned eaves and original 

roofline.  Its unique trim and verandah have been removed. 

Judge DesBrisay bought the property from his father in law 

John Harley for $2000 in 1878 and made it his residence 

until 1900. The house was then known as “Ivy Bank”.  

DesBrisay was a prominent man in Bridgewater; he wrote 

the History of the County of Lunenburg and was a county 

court judge and established DesBrisay Museum. 

 

69 Pleasant  Street  c. 1882 
Built in 1882 this house still has a striking central front.  

Originally this property had a long flight of steps that led up 

to the home. Note the lovely brackets and side bay detail. 

The house still retains its original clapboard. The front has 

a typical Lunenburg County character, with its dormer and 

an enclosed porch. Local merchant G.H. Burkett was the 

first owner of the property.    

 

83 Pleasant Street  c. 1877 
Built in 1877 this house is of Second Empire style, with its  

Mansard roof and round-headed dormer.  On the Pleasant 

Street side of the property there are bay windows extending 

from the baseboards to the eaves. The surface is trimmed 

with  wide cornerboards with original capital moldings. 

Note the rounded edge of the baseboard and indent detail 

of the porch columns. Despite the apartment living addi-

tions this home retains its original splendor. The house was 

built for J.W. Andrews in 1882.  Mr. Andrews was the 

crown land surveyor for the Town of Bridgewater.  He was 

also known under the name of Colonel Andrews.  In 1874 

he established the grid that compromises the inner core 

area of the Town of Bridgewater. 

 

92-94 Pleasant  Street   c. 1880 
This house was built in the Maritime Vernacular style with 

bay windows located on the front and sides reminding us of 

its original character. Unfortunately  vinyl siding has dimin-

ished its 1880 character. The property was first owned by 

James E. and Brook W. Chipman of Chipman Brothers. 

 

 

93-95 Pleasant Street  c. 1880 

The main part of this 1880 house retains its original archi-

tectural character with a shingled surface.  Take a look at 

the central projecting dormer with an unusual flared roof 

line, a pedimented gable, and finely designed capital mold-

ings. The property was first owned by John L. Nelson who 

lived there from 1880-1905. John L. Nelson was born in 

1851 and described on the deed as a “gentleman”.    

 

123 Pleasant Street  c. 1889 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church was built in an ornate gothic 

style. The tower has ascending buttresses and an octagonal 

belfry on the top.   There are gothic and also lancet lantern 

windows. The Church has pedimented cornices and a 

crocketed recess in the gable peak.  Note the plaque com-

memorating the first Catholic chapel. Robert Lamb built 

this church.  Prior to this, the Catholic services were held in 

the Tobin House on Victoria Road. 

 

126 Pleasant Street   c. 1894 
This house was built with elements of Greek Revival style. 

Its enclosed veranda has intricate trelliswork, and a small 

rectangular bay with interesting crossed latticework.  Also 

note the saw tooth ornamentation.  The first owner of the 

property was George Kelly who purchased the land from 

the heirs of J. Arthur Miller in 1894 and built the house 

later that year.  George J. Kelly lived in this house from 

1894-1933.  He was a monument maker by trade.  This 

house has passed through three generations of Kelly’s. 

 

135 Pleasant  c. 1906 
Built with the Queen Anne and Italianate style elements 

this home has a hipped gabled roof,  bracketed bays and 

wide molded and bracketed fascia.  A second story addition 

covers what was probably an original tower. The first owner 

of the property was Henry Bailey  who lived here in 1888.  

143 Pleasant Street  c. 1863 
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The roof of this 1863 

house is cross gabled, and 

the house itself has wide 

siding, and a long ell with 

gothic dormers. Note the 

diamond trim, the attached 

storm windows, and the 

door. The property was 

first owned by James R. 

Waterman from 1863-

1872. Mr. Waterman, one 

of Bridgewater’s first in-

dustrialists was a notable 

figure in Bridgewater’s history.  He was a merchant and a 

partner in the Waterman Tanning Company, which pro-

duced hides for footwear and harnessing. 

 

150 Pleasant  c. 1858 
Owned by J. Edward Artz, this mid 19th century cottage was 

built in the Gothic Revival style.  The roof is gabled with a 

gothic dormer and sidelights around the main doorway.  

The house has a prominent cornice and ornamental shut-

ters. Artz lived there from 1858-1925.  He was a carpenter 

by trade and he built this house named “Rose Cottage” for 

himself and his new bride.  

 

159 Pleasant  c. 1920 
This large hip roofed house with a gable roofed wing on the 

side and an enclosed front veranda is still fairly intact.  Note 

the multiple corner posts on the veranda.  On this site a 

Methodist Church once stood.  The church burned down in 

1918, and the church trustees sold this lot to Bowers 

Frawsell in 1919.  Mr. Frawsell was a merchant by trade.  

He sold the property to Frederick Veinot in 1921 who was a 

railway employee. 

 

163 Pleasant  c. 1909 
This house is of the Greek Revival style. It is a gable roofed 

structure with fine trelliage on the veranda, and a pediment 

over the front steps.  Also look at the decorative shingle 

work above the second storey windows.  The deed indicates 

that Owen Maryatt built this house for Capt. Daniel Meis-

ner.  Mr. Meisner lived there from 1873-1949. 

 

171 Pleasant  c. 1899 
The property of 171 Pleasant Street was built in 1899.  It is 

plainly trimmed but has interesting elements of detail.  

Note the corner brackets at the intersection of corner 

boards and eaves.  The attic level is defined by decorative 

shingles and there is a small attic window with a “label” 

hood molding.  A unique touch is added by the small en-

closed porch with its truncated gable roof.  William A. 

Walfield lived here in 1899.  Mr. Walfield was a merchant 

by trade.  William A. Walfield died in 1904 at the age of 

40.  The house was next owned by Ralph Walfield who was 

a grocery clerk by trade. 

 

179 Pleasant  c. 1896 
The focus of this plainly trimmed house is its pedimented 

central front piece.  The first owner of the house was James 

and Martha Mailman.  They owned the property in 1896.  

James Mailman was a carpenter by trade.   
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Take a stroll down Bridgewater’s Pleasant 
Street to see some of our wonderful 19th and 

early 20th Century architecture.  This  is a walk 
of approximately 45 minutes. 
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