
Nova Scotia
Curriculum
Outcomes within
the DesBrisay
Museum
Primary to Grade Eight

This document includes specific outcomes
for English, Social Studies, Visual Arts,
Mi'kmaq Studies & History that relate to the
museum.





Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to comprehend and select from a range of
culturally diverse texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information in multicultural contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate groups to which they belong.
Learners will investigate how local people, including Acadians, African Nova Scotians, Gaels,
Mi’kmaq, and various cultural groups, have varied traditions, rituals, and celebrations.

Learners will investigate a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels.

 English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:
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Grade Primary

Put on your detective hat and
discover the history of the

DesBrisay Museum!



With its roots in the 19th century,
the DesBrisay Museum holds a
variety of artifacts and stories in
its collection. 

Can you spy 8 items that were in
Judge DesBrisay's original
collection, and still live in the
museum today?
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Grade One

Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to comprehend and select from a range of
culturally diverse texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information in multicultural contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate the diversity of cultural groups.
Learners will investigate the locations of Mi’kmaq communities in Nova Scotia

Learners will investigate a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels.

 English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:

Grab your crayons, and  colour Lunenburg County's history!

We have a variety of colouring sheets available - including the Christiana Morris
Porcupine Quill Cradle, an eight-pointed star, and the old Bridgewater train
station! Pick some up to help students familiarize themselves with the
DesBrisay's collection.
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Grade Two

Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to comprehend and select from a range of
culturally diverse texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information in multicultural contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate change in the community.
Learners will investigate how individuals and diverse cultural groups, including Acadians,
African Nova Scotians, Gaels, and Mi’kmaq, have contributed to change.

Learners will investigate a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels.

 English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:

Check out our museum-
themed word search

located in the heritage
gallery!
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Learn more about the Mi'kmaw by taking a
walk through our First Nations Exhibit!

Grade Three

Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to comprehend and select from a range of
culturally diverse texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information in multicultural contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate the location of Nova Scotia in Atlantic Canada.
Learners will investigate various groups including Acadians, African Nova Scotians, Gaels, and
Mi’ kmaq, through their expressions of culture.

Learners will investigate a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels.

 English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:
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Learners will communicate effectively and clearly respecting cultural contexts.
Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to select and comprehend from a range of
culturally diverse print and digital texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information from culturally diverse contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate the concept of exploration.
Learners will investigate the stories of various explorers, inclusive of Acadians, African Nova
Scotians, Gaels, Mi’kmaq, and additional cultures.
Learners will evaluate the impacts of exploration.

Learners will analyze how a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels, communicate feelings,
ideas, and understandings.

Students will use the Mi’kmaw language in various contexts and for different purposes.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of Mi’kmaw values, culture, and customs and
practices, using the Mi’kmaw language.

  English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:

 Mi'kmaw Language:

Grade Four

Learn common phrases in Mi'kmaw in our First
Nations Gallery
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Learners will communicate effectively and clearly respecting cultural contexts.
Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to select and comprehend from a range of
culturally diverse print and digital texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information from culturally diverse contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate how we learn about the past, with a focus on Acadians, African Nova
Scotians, Gaels, Mi’kmaq, and additional cultures.
Learners will investigate how environment influenced the development of an ancient society.
Learners will investigate the diverse societies of First Nations and Inuit, in what later became
Canada.
Learners will investigate decision-making practices in First Nations and Inuit societies in what
later became Atlantic Canada.
Learners will analyse interactions between British and French and First Nations and Inuit in
what later became Atlantic Canada.

Learners will analyze how a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels, communicate feelings,
ideas, and understandings.

Students will use the Mi’kmaw language in various contexts and for different purposes.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of Mi’kmaw values, culture, and customs and
practices, using the Mi’kmaw language.

 English:

 Social Studies:

 Visual Arts:

 Mi'kmaw Language:

Grade Five

Examine our porcupine
quill cradle made by

Christiana Morris in 1868!
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Learners will communicate effectively and clearly respecting cultural contexts.
Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to select and comprehend from a range of
culturally diverse print and digital texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information from culturally diverse contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

Learners will investigate the role of culture in communities, inclusive of Acadians, African
Nova Scotians, Gaels, Mi’kmaq, and additional groups.
Learners will analyse the impact of cross-cultural understanding, inclusive of Acadians,
African Nova Scotians, Gaels, Mi’kmaq, and additional cultures.
Learners will analyse how traditions and beliefs relate to culture in a region.
Learners will investigate selected examples of child rights issues around the world inclusive of
Aboriginal human rights issues in Canada.

Learners will analyze how a variety of artworks across various communities and cultures
inclusive of the Mi’kmaq, Acadians, African Nova Scotians, and Gaels, communicate feelings,
ideas, and understandings.

Students will use the Mi’kmaw language in various contexts and for different purposes.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of Mi’kmaw values, culture, and customs and
practices, using the Mi’kmaw language.

  English:

 Social Studies: 

 Visual Arts:

 Mi'kmaw Language:

Grade Six

Take one of our
DesBrisay Museum

Crossword puzzles and
look for clues in our
gallery to help you

solve it!



Grade Seven &
Eight

Learners will communicate effectively and clearly respecting cultural contexts.
Learners will demonstrate a variety of ways to select and comprehend from a range of
culturally diverse print and digital texts.
Learners will select, interpret, and combine information from culturally diverse contexts.
Learners will respond personally and critically to a range of culturally diverse texts.

How cultural identity and diversity is expressed in works of arts. 
How investigating the art of various cultures and communities helps us understand cultures.
How works of art change or look the same across cultures. 
How cultures are connected and sustained through art. 
How artists influence and sustain culture.
How art from other places, communities, and times can be relevant.

Students will use the Mi’kmaw language in various contexts and for different purposes.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of Mi’kmaw values, culture, and customs and
practices, using the Mi’kmaw language.

 English:

 Visual Arts:

 Mi'kmaw Language:
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Look for clues in our
gallery to help you solve
our two gallery quizzes!
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Grade Seven &
Eight

Civics: 
Knowledge of the historical events, decisions, and people of Atlantic Canada.

Economics:
The economic conditions of the time should be considered to help learners understand
how natural resources, land, and other commodities were distributed among the people.
Economic reasoning may help learners understand what was fair and unfair in relation to
opportunities for work, wealth, and advancement.
How people choose to use resources and who controlled resources may give learners the
economic insight they need to understand the conditions of the time.

Geography:
How events in one place can influence events in another, and how where people live can
also influence how they live.
How geographic regions can change over time.

History:
Using historical inquiry to answer questions by finding evidence to support their claims.
Inquiry goes beyond fact, figures, and dates to ask why and how. 
Historical inquiry involves supporting investigations with a variety of sources,
perspectives, and ideas about the past.

  Social Studies:

Our research centre is an
excellent resource for

research projects. Book
an appointment on our
website to get started!


